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Learning Objectives (What you can expect from this course):  
 
Stockton College’s 10 Essential Learning Outcomes (ELOs) combine Stockton’s flexible and 
distinctive liberal arts education with real-world, practical skills. They guide all Stockton College 
students from first-year through graduation to the intellectual and marketable talents needed 
for personal and professional success in the 21st century. As a set of values shared by everyone 
in the campus community, students encounter opportunities to develop ELOs in all Stockton 
majors, career preparation, professional experiences both on and off-campus, and academic as 
well as social activities. 
 
The 10 ELOs are: Adapting to Change, Communication Skills, Creativity and Innovation, Critical 
Thinking, Ethical Reasoning, Global Awareness, information Literacy and Research Skills, 
Program Competence, Teamwork and Collaboration. You can learn more about Stockton’s ELOs 
by visiting http://www.stockton.edu/elo. 
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The work in this course will further your learning in 
the ELOs for Communications, Critical Thinking, and 
Informational Literacy and Research Skills. 
 

Communication: You will have an 
opportunity to develop your written and oral 
communication skills through group work, 
peer critique, discussion, written and oral 
reflections, essays, research writing, and 
digital writing. 
 
Critical Thinking: You will have an opportunity to develop your critical thinking abilities 
as we analyze arguments (your own, peers, and professional writers) and the validity of 
source material. 
 
Information Literacy and Research Skills: You will have an opportunity to develop 
information literacy and research skills through guided source acquisition and source 
evaluation activities, an annotated bibliography assignment, and several short and long 
research writing assignments.  

 
So…what does that mean?  
 
This course is a W1 writing intensive course. It counts toward your GEN requirements and 
counts toward a writing minor.  
 
To develop strategies, habits and attitudes (and yes, even a few, sneaky little short cuts) that 
result in collegiate success in the areas of writing, reading, critical thinking and studying.   
 
To gain familiarity with the techniques, vocabulary, theories and other components of effective 
writing in order to intelligently discuss, critique, argue, and most importantly, execute them.  
 
To identify, assess and create quality writing.  
 
To identify, find, critique and otherwise utilize credible source materials (especially digital 
materials, and especially digital materials offered through the University library and websites).   
 
To become more familiar with the process of writing: pre-writing, revising and editing.  
 
To gain a fundamental understanding of the basic rhetorical modes (e.g. description, narration, 
exposition, persuasion, comparison/contrast, process analysis, etc.).    
 
To address a variety of audiences and purposes in your writing (e.g. to persuade, to inform, 
etc.).   
 



To recognize the components of quality writing (e.g. a debatable thesis, introduction, 
conclusion, etc.).  
 
To learn to organize essays smoothly through the use of appropriate transitions and unified, 
cohesive body paragraphs.  
 
To follow the standard academic formats and the standards of English grammar, sentence 
structure and punctuation.  
 

To utilize and properly document a variety of electronic and 
traditional sources and tools in the creation of well-researched 
and supported papers.  
 
To understand and properly distinguish the credibility of said 
sources and tools.  
 
To gain experience in constructing coherent written and oral 
arguments. 
 
To gain a better understanding of the academic resources 
available to Stockton students.  
 
 
Course Expectations (What I expect of you): 
 
1. Attend all classes. Your presence is vital to our success. If 
you miss a class, you miss an important link in our chain of 
study. If you miss a class, you may miss a quiz. Quizzes cannot 
be made up for any reason. If you miss class, you will most 
likely miss a revision opportunity. If you are contagious or sick, 
STAY HOME! Be reasonable. There is an attendance policy. 
See assignment breakdown.    
 
2. I’m sure you expected attendance to be mandatory, but I 
also expect your mental, as well as physical, presence. 
Actually, if you’re not going to show up to class mentally, then 
don’t bother coming. I expect an engaged and alert class. You 
can display this through appropriate body language and 
appropriate oral responses. I will not tolerate rudeness or 
disrespect in any fashion directed at your classmates or me. I 
expect each student to be a valuable member of our small 

learning community. I expect your active participation in the Socratic dialogue that will flow 
effortlessly throughout our class. In short, be here. Be on time. Be alert or leave.  No texting. 
No laptops.   



3. Deliver all assignments on time. Each assignment loses 10 points per day late, regardless of 
whether or not you were in class. Even in the case of illness or emergency, assignments must 
be delivered on due date (digitally). Obviously, reading and writing are important parts of this 
class. Read all texts and complete all writing when they are assigned. In my experience, there is 
no greater harbinger of failure than assignment tardiness.  
 
4. Stay organized. All assignments must be typed. Standard MS and Macintosh word processing 
set-up is fine. Messing with fonts or handing in 
unprofessional looking work will result in automatic 
15 point deductions. Most importantly, keep 
documents in a safe place digitally. Keep all work 
that I return to you. I will allow revisions, but they 
must contain original documents.  
 
5. Take notes on lectures and presentations and 
refer to those notes when completing written 
assignments. I base deductions for errors on what 
we discussed in class. In other words, we spend all 
day discussing a particular error, and you make that 
error in a subsequent paper – it will cost you.  
 
Course Workload Explained:  
(Course Scope will be administered week by week…this week is attached. Each week, you will 
receive an outline of class topics and assignments. Assignments will also be posted to the blog.) 
 
All work runs through my website. Let that site be your guide.  
 
We will use the Google tools suite of apps/software. You do not need a Gmail account, your 
Stockton email will give you access to Google tools used in class.   
 
Formal Essays must be word-processed and double-spaced (Times New Roman, 12pt. font only, 
please). They must be carefully edited, proofread, and spell checked. They will be graded for 
original and critical thinking, clarity, and grammatical correctness (more or less depending on 
assignment specifics). Each formal essay will need to be handed in with pre-writing, rough 
drafts, peer critiques, etc (as specified per assignment).  
 
These essays will be turned in via Google Drive. I recommend creating them in Google Docs. 
Sign in to Google through your Stockton email for access. The papers should be titled as 
follows:  
 
Formal Essay #1 Smith 
 
When I revise an essay, I will change the title to:  
 



REVISE Formal Essay #1 Smith 
 
When your draft is ready to be re-read by me, you will change the name.  
 
Formal Essay #1 Draft Two Smith  
 
And so on… 
 
Informal Writing includes journals and other smaller writing exercises. When not specifically 
stated, they may be hand-written and should be compiled and kept organized. These 
assignments are to be labeled accordingly and kept in a separate section of your binder or 
notebook. They may be legibly hand-written or typed if preferred. Each response may be 
assigned as homework or even started in class, but always finished for homework. Each 
response should be at least one written page unless otherwise specified. Occasionally, I will ask 
that theses assignments be posted to the blog. They may be compiled and handed in at 
different points throughout the semester.  
 
Family Time! Sometime during the first week of class, you will be arranged into family clusters 
(All you Harry Potter fans can think of these as “houses.” And yes, you can ALL be in Gryffindor). 
Your family will be extremely important to you. Together you will work on assignments, peer 
edit one another’s work, accomplish quizzes, read, report and present. You will work together 
to gain shared grades. Get to know your family. Respect and accept them. Exchange ideas, 
advice, pleasantries and complaints about the instructor. The families will be created based on 
the Learning Inventory you complete for me this week.  
 
Can You Hack It? Frequently we will work on grammar by completing assignments in and with 
your Diana Hacker Rules for Writers text. These assignments will sometimes be completed in 
your families. They will be timed, but also open book/notes.  
 
Quizzes happen. And how! Some will be in your clusters. Others will be done independently. 
They will be given orally or on paper. They will be fun, game-show style or boring, nose to the 
grindstone. The only thing predictable about them will be their unpredictability. Many of my 
students call them pop quizzes, but I disagree. All quizzes will be announced. This is the 
announcement. Good luck!  
 
Grade Break Down:  
 
Quizzes, Family activities, smaller assignments, Essay 1 & 2  = 25% of final grade 
 
Essays 3, 4 & reading test = 25% of final grade   
 
Attendance & Journals = 25% of final grade   
 
Final Essay = 25% of final grade 



Note on Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 

The Richard Stockton College complies with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 

Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act. Students with disabilities who 

seek accommodations should make their request by contacting the Learning 

Access Program located in the West Quad Building, Suite 110 or by calling 

652-4988. All students requesting special accommodations must register with 

the Learning Access Program and provide appropriate documentation to the 

program director.  Additional information may be obtained from Stockton 

web site http://www2.stockton.edu/wellness/lap.html 

Stockton’s Policy on Academic Honesty: 
 
From The Richard Stockton College of NJ website: 

 
“As an academic institution of merit and integrity, The Richard Stockton College of New 
Jersey affirms its commitment to the honesty and excellence of research and pedagogy 
conducted by members of the Stockton academic community. Academic dishonesty is a 
serious violation of academic policy and the Campus Conduct Code, and is punishable by 
severe sanctions including suspension and expulsion. The range of sanctions imposed is 
contingent on several factors, including the decision of the faculty member making the 
charge, whether it is the student’s first or a repeat offense, and the extent and nature of 
the offense. It is possible that a first offense will carry a penalty of suspension or 
expulsion, if deemed appropriate by the College.”  
 
http://intraweb.stockton.edu/eyos/page.cfm?siteID=14&pageID=62 

 

100 – 95: A 
94 – 90: A- 
89 – 87: B+ 
86 – 83: B 
82 – 80: B- 
79 – 77: C+ 
76 – 73: C 
72- 70: C- 
69 – 67: D+ 
66 – 63: D 
62 – 60: D- 

59 or lower: F 
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Finally, I expect a lot of you, but I am rooting for you. I want you to feel challenged, and I want 
you to work hard. Yet, I WANT you to succeed. I will work to help you succeed. If you fail, it will 
be because you refused to meet me half way. I am always available if you need to talk. My 
advice in all college classes is COMMUNICATE. The more you communicate with professors, the 
better you will do…almost always!  


